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ENDLESHAM .
EMORIES -

34TH BOMB GROUP H

Dear Fellow Members of the 34th Bomb Group Association and Friends:

Once again it is time for the newsletter but before we tell about the trip back to Mendlesham
and the dedication of our Memorial, there are a few things we must say.

Time for the reunion, Oct 13th thru Oct 16th, is drawing near and I have just ra2ceived a part-
ial list of those who have registered for the reunion. A lot of things have been planned for the
the reunion and we would like for as many of you, who are coming to preregister for we do
receive part of the registeration fee for having our reunion with the 8th AF. Read your brochure
carefully and come to the reunion.

ThHe Hospitality Room will be opened at 1:00 on Thursday,So come on in to it when you have
gotten your hotel room. There will be an election of Officers at our business meeting, which
will be in - the Hospitality Room after the NASA Tour on Friday afternoon. Quite a bit of
business to be brought up. Hospitality Room will be in the Hyatt Regency

As you know we will have a 34th B.G. banquet on Friday evening. Roy Tavasti, 7th Sqd C.0, will
be the speaker I am sure his talk will be very interesting.

There will be quite a few new faces at the reunion this year, those who have never attended
before. Lets make the 34th B.G. NUMBER ONE AGAIN.

Remember what I said about the liquid refreshments, be discreet with it but if you want to,

a bottle would be appreciated for the Hospitality Room.

I made a few mistakes in the photos in the last newsletter. I identified some of the men wrong
Just a mistake not done knowingly. I identified two of the 3 men in one picture as Wm Hatley
and Clydé Sawyer. This identification was given to me. I am sorry about this and the one who
sent me the picture has asked me to correct it. Can any one identify those 3 men in the picture?
There was another, which my attention was called to. I identified the picture of Roy Tavasti
with Ira Coles with question marks. I was wrong for it was Wm Cole of the 7th Sqd Engineering
instead of Ira Coles. Ones memory grows dim after 38 years. Now am I forgiven? You 7th Sqd men
do not forget so easily.

Thanks to all of you who have sent in your membership fee, even tho some were late. There
is still alot of you, who have not done so. If you want you Ass'n to be an up and coming
organization, then you must pay your dues. You can still send in your dues, now as it is late
why not send in your '84 dues at the same time.

Dana Schrupp has the Memorial Plate for the Memorial at the AF Academy and should be installed
on the Memorial Wall soon. Dedication date not known as yet.

A reunion of the 34th B.G. alone is being planned for '84 and Gerry Pine will report on it
at the business metting of the 34th in Houston. We heed a lot ofhelp planning it. Will you
come to an early meeting next year, if called?:

I want you to know, even tho I was on the Tour.with the Group to Mendlesham this office was
not closed. Hannah did not go with me, she answered quite a few letters while I was gone and
between the two of us, we have answered over 100' letters in the month of July I was answering
letters the night of July 5th before we left on the Tour,July 6th. Next time Hannah says she
will be going with me.

AMESSAGE FROM YOUR. PRESIDENT

As you know the dedication and consecration of the 34th B.G. Memorial took place at the Men-
dlesham Air Field on 9th July 1983, at 1100 hours. Services-were' conducted by Father Fred
Brooks. I introduced the various dignitaries and Mr Ron Blake, the Chairman of the British
Royal Legion of Mendlesham, who in turn introduced some of the FOTE members and the Ladies

of the Legion, who were responsible for placing the wreath and flowers on the Memorial at
various times.Mr George Steadman was recognized for his generosity in donating the land, on
which the new memorial now stands. Veterans of the 34th, who gave so generously, to make the

rebuilding of the Memorial possible, were also thanked. -1- SEP. 1983



I would like to recognize Ian Hawkins, a member of FOTE and his wife Mary, who spent much
time in purchasing the Memorial Wreath and for making many telephone. calls in preparation

for the program.

I would alse like to recognize Mr Jim Empson of Bayham Englénd who flew the L4 and dropped
real rose petals-onthe memorial after the dedication, and Mr Eddie Edwards who flew the T 6
over the Memorial several times. It was a very impressive sight. o} '

About 45 Veterans from the 34th B.G. and from other B.Gs. attended the dedication as well as
many of the people from Mendlesham and Vicinity.This was the first time for many of the 34thB.G.

The 34th B.G. Flag was draped over the Memorial and was removed by Gen Creer and myself

I then placed the wreath on the Memorial.

Our journey next took us to the Duxford Museum and to the American. Cemetery .at Cambridge for
a Memorial Service by Father Brooks. Ray Summa placed the wreath at the flag“for the 34th B.G.
We had very good press coverage, Two articles appeared in the East Anglican Times. A full

page in the Boston Globe on July 17th, written by Steve Erlanger, London reporter for the
Boston Globe, who spent quite a bit of time with the Group at Ipswich. BBC coverage on July 10
in London and CBS coverage on the Evening News,also an article in the Huntsville Ala Times

and another article in a Cal. paper. The 34th B.G. is in the lamplight, let us keep it that
‘Sorry, so many of you missed the dedication. Hope to see you all _in Houston.

HENDLESHAM DEDICATION

Ray Susma: 1 thought that July 6th would never come but it did arrive and with Gerry Pine we
took off for the Indianapolis hirpprt on the morning of July 6th to start our journey back to
Hendlesham, to our old Base and the dedication of our Memorial. At the Airport in Indianapolis
we were joined by Paul and Mary Buss of Olney Il1 and Bob Baer of Terre Haute Ind all of
the 34th B.G. and & few more from other B.Ge. We all bosrded the plane for Kennedy International
where we were to meet some more of the 34ch, who also going on the tour.It was a smoothe Elight
and we arrived on cime at Kennedy buc had to walk quite a ways to the International Terminal
at Kennedy, to make connections with the Incernaticnal Flight going te Heathrow England. Murray
and Ruth Fein had a TWA actendent to check all passport and tickets, so there would be no
delay in bo&rding che plane.

The flight scross was uneventful. just roucine, except there was not too much darkness. It
iegmed as if the sun had just gone down in the west and there it was in the easc sgain. There
is & hours difference in the cime.

As we approached Heathrow international we were told to go to Shannon lreland for fuel as there
was fog over London and no planes were Landing. We were down at Shannon for an hour. We then
took off but there was & delsy over Heathrow snd we were circling in England for two hours
bafore we landed at Heathrow. We were three hours larte and those who had flown Erom Chicago
and Boston had beat us in and were waiting to greet us at the Airport.

Our trip cthru Customs was a h ied one and no questi were asked, except how long we
would be in England. Our Passports were stamped and we were allowed to go te the dock to pick up
our luggage.. It was all there but one piece belonging to, "Pete” Gray who had it shipped from
Norfolk Va..His had notmade it and we heard later it was in Athens Greece, waiting on "Pere"
to arrive. It finally csught up with "Pete” in London, the day before we were to return home.
Not a very good way to travel, is it "Pere™

You should have seen our bunch when we finally arrived at the Post House Hotel at Ipswich.
Tired, thirsty and hot for the tempeture was in the 90s and we were already 1 hours lace. All
most of the people wanted was to clean up and a drink of semeching cold. The bath was available
but the Pubs were closed from 2:30 uneil 5:00. There was a refrigerator in all the rooms stocked
with all kinds of goodies, so we did not go thirscy.

At dinner that night, we renewed old friendships and made new friends,for all who were thare
had not been at Mendlesham ar the same Cime.

We also spent several hours with Steve Erlanger of the Boston Globe who was to do an article
on the 34th B.G. dedication and tour, for the Bostan Gloie.

Next day being Friday, we toured the countryside around Ipswich. Ipswich had grown, since we
nad been there 40 years ago. We visited the old 390th B.G. Control Tower, which had been con-
verted into a Museum and contained a lot of Memorbileias, from other B.Gs. including the 34th.
AS you wnow the 390:% wps formed from Cadres of the 34th B.G. and went overssas many months
before the 34th went over. £ gt

After the tour of the Ipswich Vicinity, we headed back to the Hotel. Some of our men went to

our 0ld Base at Mendlegham and others into lpswich. | had asked the Tour Director béfore the
Tour began, if it would be possible for the bue to take our men back to the field ar Men-
delsham, for a walk thru, after the tour on Friday. He told me no as the buses had to return
te their station right afrer the tour. As it was ecill hot several went swimming for they had
brought their swim suits.

MNext day was Sat July 9th and dedication day. We lefr the Hotel at 9:00 and mrrived at the
Base, to begin cthe bus tour. Half way around the perimerer of the Base near the old 4th Sqd
Engineering site, several of the men decided to walk back to whare cthe Memorial was located.
“pete" Gray will rell you about this trip in his comments about the tour. Any way we made the
trip past the back entrance to the Field and past-the road where the 1Bth Sqd went of a Sac.
evening to a Pub for a cool one and to the Church, where dances were held on Saturday nites.
Both Pub and Church are still standing. Just waiting for us co recurn for a visit.

We arrived back at the Memorial and at 11:00 we started the dedication ceremony. I will say
nothing about the dedication but will let others tell about it in cheir comments.

One thing tho, Jack Blackham, presented Mr George Stedman, with a USA Flag, which had flown
over the Capitol Building in Washington D.C.

After the ceremony an L 7 piloted by Jim Empson of Bayham,flew over and dropped real roses
on the Memorial. This was followed by a flight of aT6, piloted by Mr Eddie Edwards who had
rebuilt the plane From parcs he had found after we had left. It was now in Elyable condition.
Both planes were marked with with US Air Force on the underneath of the wings.It was quite a
thrill to see those two old planes flying over.

Lunch was to be served at two of Mendlasham Pubs and as hot as it was the cool drinks and
lunch casted good. You may remember those two pubs, The Kings Head and The Fleece. Brings out
& lot of memories, does it not?

After lunch several of our people took a tour of the Mendlesham Church Yard and one of the
older houses. Mrs Fred J Flaurrell of Weld House Mendlesham showed her 15th Century home
to some of the people of the l4ch B.G.

By this time most of the people were tired and were willing to head back to the hotel but not
then, for cthere wvas a couple of more places I wanted to see and 1 was going co see¢ one of them
if I had to take the keys and stop the bus. It was the old IBth Sqd Orderly or Day Room. LIt
was supposed Co have our 18ch Sqd emblem still painted on che wall. I was followed off the bus
by most of our men and we made our way to an old building and sure encugh it was the Day Room
of the 18th Sqd. We managed to open a door,for all to go in. By now ae it had baen used for

a turkey processing plant, it smelled to high heaven but we could stand the smell long encugh
to take picture of the emblem. Yea the Indian Riding the Bomb was still chere high on the wali.
It brought tears to our eyes and brought back & lot of Memories,to all of us from the 18th xqd.
Guess T am geCting sentimental in my old age. After our picture taking we carefull locked up
the old buiiding and continued our tour.

way

-

Robert H Wright >
President 34th B.G. Association

The next stop was what was called on the map the WAF site but according to Bruce Sothern, it
was the only building left of the 7th Sqd. and it was the old abolution or bath reom. We did not
stay too long here, for this was a chicken ranch and the smell was terrible. Leaving this

site we returned to our Hotel at Lpswich, too hot and tired te do more exploring.

Sat nite was the 34th B.G. banquet with several English Friends atctending.

How for some letters from those who were with us on the Etour.

Bill and Viv Creer: Resl good dedication. At Mendlesham we were able to tour & 15th Century
home, thru the courtesy of MM Fred J Flaurrell, Wonderful press coverage from the CBS Evening
Mews, who filmed our Duxford and Cambridge Tour.. Here is a speech I prepared for the dedicacion.
“The re-locaced Jich B.GC. Memorial was dedicated 9th July 198]. This Memorial honorschose of
us who Fell in Barcle during Worlds War II. The men put Country above self and gave us the many
freadoms ve enjoy."

“This Memorial, this Plaque, these brick are only symbolic, It is our way of trying to express
our gratitude and appreciacion to those who have gone before. We pray this Memorial will last
through the years, to remind those who pass this way of our fervent desire for World Peace, in
furtherence of the noble gosl for which our beloved comrads in arms gave their lives”

a:: There were more than a few lumps in che throsat during our visit to Men—
dlesha \irfield. Just tramping thru the wheat covered field broughr back a lot of Memories
About the Besuriful Memorial, 1 feelthat had we allowed it to decay and hecome part of the
Field. it would have been as though all those who had fought and died, did so in vain.Is so
Wenderful that the local people will place Elowers there and always keep it looking nice. lt
is an eye catching part of the landscaps and we should be proud to have all who passes by notice
that we_really.sare. The warm welcome snd hospitality of the British people made us feel as
tho they were waiting for us and went all out, preparing for our visit. We are hoping to go back
again. We loved every minute of the frip.-—— =3

and Docrie Blackham:- Ir was a nice ceremony and we were glad to have been a part of it.
------- it handles the way it was, not gaudy, bur refined and in keeping wich the
spirit of the Memorial. The flyover by the planes was the topping on the cake.

During the lunch break at the Fleece,l talked toseveral, who rememembered the night of the
incruder, June 7th '44.Who also watched my plane cacch’ fire and saw 3 or &4 bale out. Afrer
lunch my wife and daughter walked the streets of Mendlesham and talked to some ladies, who did
the washing for several of the men on the Base.Another lady had worked for the Red Cross and
passed donuts and coffee to those returning from a mission, She thought ve were a good bunch as
did all the Mendlesham people, until V.E. Day when the hay stacks were set afirs. It vas a real
nice dedication,====
LFal_snd Evelyn Schonthaler:-- He have been calling our trip & "Sencimental Journey" It was a
beautiful trip, far batter than we expected. We had such a good ctime. Perhaps out of all the
misery, you fellows went thru so many years ago. some good came of it You all seem to have

mp ien for one her. Can't say enought about the British people's hospitality, they
weTE ‘great.
Bill Kenney:--The dedication of our Memorial was very nice but what impressed me most was Che
people Erom the area around the Memorial, who were in attendence { As an 18th 5qd mechanic,
living in "Tent Cicy", Debenham was the closest towm to the back gate) The Hospitality of the
people in the "Kings Head" Pub, was warm and the "Heniken's" was cold that and che indoor
plumbing was a welcome change from the warm beer and outdoor facilicies. The 390th B.G. Concrol
Tower Museum was 3 bonus.. I had never thought the people would go to all the troupble to
build & Museum, to the sacrifice of our American Airmen who gave their lives.----

Wally Felker:=- I stayed a few days after the others went home or to the Continent, While
shapping at Herrods I stopped for lunch st & nearby Pub and got to gabbing to snother American
couple and their daughters. I told them what I had been doing in England and they said they
had seen all about our Tour on the "Teily". They said it was moving and an inceresting story.

1 wes most impressed by the turn out of the local Mendlesham people and their interest in

us, 'their Local Bemd Group."

Frank Jackovich -- I enjoved myself very much. It was fun meeting cthe paople. All were easy
to get along with and were a happy bunch The dedication of the Memorial was most \:IPF'""W-“'
Randall Martin 1t was & great trip. Can you imagine seven days in England, with out

Tain, Here's ‘“pere" Grays answer to the question, how was your trip to England? Pretry bad,
Firsc TWA lost my luggege, It went to Athens Greece.

Second My old girl friend was not waiting for me at Piccadilly, even tho 1 told her I weuld

be back. <

Third, I had to room with a "Dann Yankee' ]
Faurth. I couldn't underscand the English girls accent and they could not understand mine. Even
with all this, [ still want to go back in 1985, How sbout ic?

Harold and Gen Rutka : The People at Mendlesham were wonderful and cthey did all in cheir power
to make us feel welcome The meals in Ipswich were very good ----I would still go again to be
with the good bunch.

Ygl and Jad Provinee:It was a most enjoyable trip and we all will remember it for sany many
years. There were s couple of low points but those will fade. To me the most impressive re -
memberance will be the the inctenaity snd friendliness of the F.OT.E. The expression of thank
fulness to us for helping them defend their homeland was overvhelming. The visit to the Camb-
sidge cemetery. It was warming to see that it was well kept. It still hurts to walk up and dowm
paths, read the names on the wall of bergnce and ik that these were the names of

the fellows who ate with you in the Mass hall or rode the same truck to Ipswich or lived in the
hut across the.wav——v—-,
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Gerry Pine: Wonderful. Mere is a little posm I wrote sbout ict. Called"Return to Hendleshas”
Some of the boys from the J4th with their wives all in tow boarded a plane and wouldn't you
know? Pointed that Aircraft straight to the sod, cthat gave them a home, whilst they did toil

Just beyond the Office,ws could see the remains of

that had been used to test-fire the -
the g e O ot of It was the hard-stami - suill S ol shiage =

at che nasty deed, so close at hand, of whipping Adolph and his band. Thi o iori ™ had his *n- "Cotta Haver," Just off to the
and got most of the beans. But that little ur:'w-r it ju:lr.u::l, nc.-::t.:-l'::r::: ::I.tu 'hﬂmm w‘m Smitty Imoﬁﬂt: and I parked "O1' n\’mﬂ'; d
; Yho shared cheir land, All Joined togetfler in a solid band, helping these Yanks with cheir Even the metal rods embedded in the concrete - used to tis down

foreign wava.eet to.and from hoth.gisht and day,
Wined and dined cthis man they did=Naver f ing he was .

d . the _ " ¥ y's kid- Now if k
holds l:rnghl_lnd true, and it seems quit certain its' sure to do-We'll band :m:h::ro:::
more, and all join in for snezher score== to dedicate a Memorisl of brass and brick to cthe ones
that got stopped in the battle thick=-- The vords e &y are short and fev,yes it all sppears
8o licele to do-— But, what we say sbout & Fine Yyoung man.chat sever returned to Mendlesham. -~

are was ons th sissing though - the sound of the engines!
And during '&4 n::"u.: here was J;qn the sound of the engines.
Today = there was only the chirping o nrﬂbi.:'-d.l-butl:m
Clarsnce Pecerman:-—— Mad & vonderful time in England The dedication was moat impressive 1istened real hard - you could almost hear them again;
Can’'t say enought wt the F.0.T.E. Group, who helped us out. The only dissppointmenc, was Almoat!

not having more of the "Dasbi Crew on the tour 2 After a whils,ws made our way across the flelds and joined the
. crowd for the dedication of the new momument.

A new rmnt oungu since ths old ones was in pretty
bad shape - it was erscted in + Also,dus to the proposed widening
of the highway,a new location was chosen,

Wi111am “Pete“ Gra.? ) " .ha.ndI ..w-ueme I.',pod part of the population of hendelsham was
¢ on 'or the ceremony.
- MENDLES HAM" "Bob" urrent President of the Jith B,0,Ass'n,made the
"JULY,198) - THE JAth RETURNS 70 5 Tomarks foiiowed by "BLYL" Creer,former group CO,afier which
the Reversnd Fred Brooks,former Armament Officer of the J5lst Scuadren,

the s on board the Bos 747 ,0ver 100 were ve the benediction.
m&trg:m.m,m‘muhy!_u.-aﬁ.mﬁd 23 A few minutes later,an American airplane from one of the oesarby
of those were from the 3ith Bomb,Group, bases,flew over the site and dropped hundreds of ross petals on the
For most of them,it was their first trip back to England,since .u-hp_..-
they had left . back in lﬁlSl t' was quits an impressive cersmony)

We laft Kennedy Airport in lew York about § o'clock st night,
for what was supposed Io be a six t. Instead,dus to ground
fog at the London airport,ws wers d or a time at Shannon,Ireland.

We finally landed in London (Heathrow) about 11 o'clock (7 A.M,
New York time)- a pretty weary y8ince most of us had slept very

{ the British people on hand were just children,when the
y Hanileahan, :

Lth was out of
¥ One o | - now & of 54 = showed us some

haired gentleman
mh-mm-n-nfﬂ- Just a lad of 15.

little that night, It seems he lived in the £ ¥ the highwav from

what & morning - loud the end of the main runway,and each morning,as the planes passed over

t.-pnruw:fh ﬂ'll.l‘l.ﬂ IO'N“ i ns NS ST The straining to gain nl:ltldz.hu was able to observe and rscord the arte
We could hardly believe it was England} work painted on the nose of each planel .

In some casea,he even m :an “r:l.l.}'onmuhlnl. 160
airpo acrosa London,and These drawings drew a attent = everyone was king
up to Ipz:::h?." e o i s i i for his n\: plane = and most of them found it!
But London] - remember how drab and rundown everything was back

45 = well wouldn't recognise it todayl Also,ws mat the lady who had served zany of us coffes in the ed
e mth?:ubullmﬁ-mﬁtz‘-nm-ﬂuahubmw, Gmluﬁ:n-nymml .
s hl:;:n --: -ky:gnpn::u - R And the five ladiss who,- since 1949 - had taken turms putting
bing looks like it has just been painmted - in fact, flowers owc memorial |

the M:n:nn just sparkles] Th of that - for over 35 years they had performed this service
And flowers ware a thought of r ion}

averywhars| wiid year in and year out - with naver
= thousands = ware blooming in every yard
—_ i I hope the JiAth can find some way to recognisze them!
It was hard to believe it was the same London!

These m.&us a few of the many stories that wers told and retold
They still drive on the left-hand side of the road however - that morning - ar the passage of 3o many years,
that badn't changed)

It was ouite an experience - for all of us!
Just outside of l.glﬂm”:.“ I:zp.d at & "Pubj] where we had our
5 Ko -:::':;hu“:t&“mﬂ how £o cownt the 9ld English We're all & lot older now - and it makes you feel 2 little sad to
money,and we weran't sxpecting anmy difficulty, retuwm to a place that was so familar - so long ago,
Howsver it seems that several years ago,in order to comply with M.'gt-“m to think about it - not many pecple have a

the needs of the er age,the old method of shill Jhalf-crowns 0 go back,and relive a part of their lives,such as we had exper-
and "thrupp-nee bits” had been done sway with,and a whole [ew method ienced,on that bit of Znglish s0il - so many years befors,
installed

: very unders - being ickly a decimal For those of you who have pot made this trip - by all means start
-ntn.bi:oi'w pﬂ::! s s ey making riﬂ-:u to do sol
Mmmulz,w,nu of us wers cuits up to it,so we ::t ou'll never regret it
butﬁ:g:.om“km L:m--h-ﬂ you ho out a hanaful of co M In fact = the caly thing you'll ever . D T
It's Iﬂt complicated

"mtuy-lﬁmi—mmmnp don't go back! el
with more coins after the transcatiom than you had bafors] -cn}?lﬁ E: g

W N, "Pete" Grng

oGy

er how you could hlﬁl.?xll enough to eat once you left
7th Sqd. 34th

Rememb
the base - well that too has changed

You never saw such an abundance and variety of food]

Strawberries were at their peak when we got thers - the biggest,
swestest strawberries you ever saw - and they cover them with this thick
heavy cr;n that must contain of uroﬂ.-:

ate 80 ma they were coming out o ears.
FEERSY e Father Fred :
At your request, I am going to f"; along & few brief thoughts and
and,

Gawd - wars the observations on the trip to Eng Pirst the flight over from New

good)
Everybod rorn,c all sbout the diet they wers supposed to be on,
and just dived inl

York was good and I did appreciate the Captain's decision to wait
in Shannon, Ireland instesd of circling Heathrow for a lengthy period
of time. Also, after a very courtecus trip thru customs, the bus

trip to Ipswich was a good opener to the English countryside., The

sccomodations in Ipewich (The Post House) would have besn a little

mors comfortable had not the heat and humidity cooperatsd to make

it hot and sticky. Jason was please with the swimaing pool and made

more than snough use of it. I personally appreciated the tric lrg:’md
e 0

And - this is hard to believe - the English have finally learned
how to make coffes]

That's "f‘ = and coffes,tool

Howsver - [ was told t this appliss only to the two countiss of
Norfolk and 3uffolk,which wers "invaded” and "oecupied” by the 8th Air

Ipewich with Roger Pressan be the tour guide--especially t
Foree dm:ﬁst“ years of 1942 « '45,and were almost completely E:lur at ;r:n“mnu u;: the aL:u. at t:t .;111'.:;- 203 the 014 lhm
Americaniz urch. on't know one else notic t there is a sma’
In other parts of England = they ssy it still looks and tastes like -y Smflar So uhat Bua worll sEpedt of the

Fost Houss hotel in Pramlinghas &
MUD} bed and board we used to get above the looal pub. The help of POTE and
the British h{u Legion made 1t possible for me to get to Mendleshas
oll the dedication by the highway. . . and later to
Cambridge for the service at the cemstary. I really appreciated that

Saturday,July 5th,ms the day we ware to return to our old base,
and earl

and was up Yo
Aftar a heart breakfast we boarded ths bus for the short
to Nendleshas - home of the 3hent

s sinoces 1 was able to satiafy and old, cld dream of celebrat in St.
n"ﬁsmww‘nmmmmdubomw see things that m"’:‘ Church in Mendlesham and presching the sermocn, Pr. Fhilip Gray

at host that Sunday mo + 1 was concerned that there wers
Soms slements we planned for the dedication of the Memorial by the road
I ean't remsmber happsning, I hope that all was OK for that, Ny
o8 are delightfully complete of the dedication. . . and the cersmony

even after all those H
'.“gmslwddmun ,-:Mmlmar:h.uldmm-
foot of the old rumey,
be,ws twned off the main highe

whars the old hosp. uaed dge oo Sunday., 1 had sxpected a lot more participation than
ntnu-dm.nmmnw :rﬁ'lu P just the 34th at Cambridge. . ., but then n, it may have been
us fru':h:‘ 7th squadron,got off the bus and took a short cut-which :,‘:2}}.’,:‘.!‘“‘““" . mm%l::: :L::b:':,%:mr “::
" a —
we all still remsmbered - over to whare our planes had been parked] filled with emotion. I really em satisfied that .vlqlll:{ng went

the tress ints this open space,there off
ted Quonset hutl " 2

Thers was no it = it was the old 7th sousdron's Engine-
ering office = still uﬂk{.nﬂumwms
er as they ran down to it}

a8 well aa we had expected at the two cersmonies.

1 was disappointed in the bus trip around London--St. Paul's was
g;af-—hl. I bhad boped to ses the inside of Westminster Abbey.
bus driver choss just to drive by and take us on & mors

Thers waa no door - it was since - and thers was a good extended trip around the more commercisl aress of London., None=
size hole in the roof] But after the years - it was & wonder it was the=less, I :.n no real complaints. Jason and I went to Canter-
atill standing) bury after seeing the Tower of London the first aftermoon in Lon-

The memories came flooding back when we went inside it) It had
been half a life=time ago,but we could still see the place whers the old
aircraft status board had beenl And over nsar the window,where Clark,
(Clairborne H.Clark = from Oklahoma) the Enginesring,clerk had his desk!

on, We were really tired that firet night there. Then, of course
the trip next day. It was certainly an experience for a 10=yeoar
old on his first trip sway from parents and home.

3 SEP.



at Ipswish, Fr., Philip Gray st Mendlesham, Mr. Stedman and the

others who have hel mak:
Roges Pre :" elped ® our memorial posaible and of course,

Our other wesk in Eogland was alsc far grsater thanm our ta=
tions——our trip to Eastleigh and Vinchester, and later %o Southws. .
:::lﬂ. Nottingham and Lincoln--—and p the ay Sermecn at

reaching
eliffe-on-Trent will never be forgotten. We took in & lot of British

History including sesing an original of the Magna Charts at Lincoln

%
\ Vine British are sursly hospitable people--cur friendships renewed

Cathedral, Pr. Jim Poxoroft, a priest-friend in Southwell showed us
lots of things wa might not bave seen without him. We saw & show in
Sherwood Porest, after they had saved the great oak tres that is in

the legend of Eobin Hood., There was sword fights, jousting on horseback
and ancient dances. We have some good slides of this affair. Jason
enjoyed the omstle st Lincoln with the old prisoners chapel and the
high battlsments. Has wanted to climb to the top of the walls, but I
gave up at that point--it's an shame to grow old and lack the
snthusisss of & l0-ysar old.

1 guesas I must say that the trip was well worth the time, the effort,
the planning and the monsy. . . and I would again if a similar offer
comes in the futurs. There ars soms things I would have liked to have
sesn & little different, but perhaps 1 am in the minority on this point.
1 realized some dreams and visited soms places I had known befors and
still have a fondness for. The British wers great hosts no matter where
it was. After the tour, I was shown red-carpet treatmsent and saw

es Jason and I never dreamed we would see. We have over 300 good
color-slides of all the events and places we want,

My only real kick was the Medisval Banquet--we never got any meal that
night—and we were sxtremely disappointed in not sseing Buck

Palace and the Queen's Guard thers. There was ample t in our schedule
for adding in Buekingham Falace to the tour of Londom. . ., alomg with
missing out on going inte Westminster Abbey, I really believe we could
bave done better on our own with these places of history.

Well Xudos and bitches. . . let's do it again before we are too
pld--and let's not let the women get off with staying home next time.

Paithfully yours,

Dt

This is all the letters I have received from those who were

dedication.
along with the pictures and the list of t

GAF RELNION  § HOUSTON 8  OCTOBER 1983
UNIT REDEIVOUS REPORT §

LASTWANE  FIRSTMAME A FIRST NANE B STREET CITY/STATE/IP

" GLENNA 113 HILLHOOD DR M. LITTLE ROCK, AR 7211
"ﬁ" ‘l:ﬁs BETTY 119’ OVERLAKD TRAIL N. FT. NEYERS, FL 33903
BRONN } RAY HARRIET 429 RICKFIELD DR SAN ANTONIO, TI 78239
BUSH } RALPH WARGE 3 ¥, FAIRVIEN SPRINGFIELD, IL 62707
CORUN § KALEOLN TILLIE 5320 WARCILLUS AVE £L PAS, T1 79924
EDMARDS ¥ J0SEPH VERNA 933 EGYPTIAN WAY GRAND PRAIRIE, T1 75050
HANSEN 1 HILTON XAy 5914 0D NIDDLETON RD  MADISON, W1 53705
HONARTER 0 NAYNE LAVERKE RO 1 o
15AACS ¥ SEYNOR 300 EVERSREEN DR S AR, UT B0
LABERT 1 HENRY HARY RIS 01671 shoTSTLIMIA, W 2258
LOPEZ, SR 8 MG, WS, 0.6 807 EAST NONRDE ST RIO GRANDE c:ln. n
PARRISH + HAROLD HORNA 700 ENERALD LANE CHRSONDALE, 1L &2
PINE ¥ GERALD NANDA SH14 HWY 12 AT | RAUNAKEE, WI 535
RITCHIE + BEORGE JUKE 7139 WDODCHUCK RD FAYETTEVILLE, NY 13068
ROSE 1 EVERETT PESEY 14741 25TH AVE. CT TACONA, WA 98445
RUTKA § WAROLD BENEVIEVE 11 EAST ARTAVIA ST. DULUTH, WA SS811
SCHADE JAcK ©/0 300 EVERGREEN ORIVE  SUMNIT PARK, UT BAOGO
SUNmA ¥ RAY HANNAH 2910 BITTERSHEET LANE  ANDERSON, IN 46011
TAVASTI 1 AOY KATE I54 SEAVIEN AVE PISND BEACH, CA 349
UNDERMDDD  § DOUE 301 BONLING GREEN DR MONTGOWERY, AL 36109

on the trip to England and
I have had to leave out some garts and to reduce the writing to get them all in
ose we have found. The pictures I have printed

the

is just

a few of those sent to me and of my own. I will be sending those borrowed ornes back just as

soon as

I want
we were
country
wreaths
L 7 and
several

the newsletter is out.

to thank all who went on the tour to England and those men from FOTE, who helped while
there. Roger Freeman especially for his narration on the bus Friday when we toured the
around Ipswich and the 390 B.G. Muesem. Ian Hawkins and Mary for their help with the

and other things. Allen Garrett, who help at the 390th Museum, Jim Empson, who flew the
dropped ROSE PETALs over the Memorial.Eddie Edwards who flew his A 6 over the Memorial
times.Ron Blake of the Royal British Legion and Mrs Tipp Godfree and ifrs Mary Clemments

of Mendlesham, who had placed flowers on the old Memorial all these years and MR and MRS GEORGE
STEADMAN. ', for letting us place the 34th B.G. Memorial on their land. I know there are some
more of those from Mendlesham, whom we owe a vote of thanks to but I do not have all the names

at the present time.

We owe Randall Martin a vote of thanks for the work he did with the .Boston Globe reporter
and the press coverage. Also he hastaken it on himself to mail out the newsreleases to all
who went on the tour. Thanks Randall, have a good time at your 'Ol BUDDY'" Crew,Reunion in MI.
We will miss you at the Houston reunion. I do not know what "Pete" Gray the'SOUTHERN GENTLEMAN
MAN" will do with out the guiding light of a '"'DAMN YANKEE". We will try to take care of him
Randall, we wish to convey our Condolences to you in the death of your mother, which happened

after you returned from the tour.

Just received word that Olive DiNenno, wife of Al DiNenno has been ill. She would enjoy hear-

ing from those who would care to send her a card.

Al DiNenno says he still has a few 34th B.G. caps,like I wore on the tour, for sale. The cost
is $6.00, which includes packaging and shipping. Send order to Al DiNenno 411 Church Rd. King

of Prussia Pa. 19406

I will be gone from Aug 25 until Sept 3. I will also leave for the reunion in Tx. the last

of Sept until after the reunion.

Now I will leave you with this thought THE MAN WHO ROWS THE BOAT GENERALLY DOESN"T HAVE TIME

TO ROCK IT.
CHEERS

Hay

Unit Contact

SEP.
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FLYING TRIBUTE AS VETERAN PILOTS RETURN

= ROSE Jack Blackham, a flight
B on vﬂw-hm of tm engineer on  Liberators at
American Bomb Group asa mknh-mﬂ Mdm'“mlihe ]\:‘u.
memorial dedica- X 3.
new WaS r “"u{ sf::.n
" ham, with an American

time Mendlesham airfield i3

Nag.
missions Mr. Stedman is a trustee of
"Ph“ the memorial and gave the
A land on which the new one
dedicated in has been built.
About 40 veterans of the
s 34th Bomb Group, which was
part of llr ‘Ihll?‘LmrD:i
travelled from
i Amerjca to revive memories
of their war-time days in East
Anglia.
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They were joincd J])lrllll‘
Piper Cubs were used by mll thllrmn (Anhur

Mr. Em was followed The dedication was con-

,Mr.Eddie ducled by the Very Rev.
m‘c&mhlzmbnm Frederick  Brooks, who

f over the memorial served =5 an  annaments
rmll’hifma in his AT6 Har-  officer at Mendlesham
Former pilot Eli Baldea
After the dedication, Mr. was returning 1o his old air-

l ® Formar American sirmen arcund the memorial which was dedicated vard aircraft.
[
|

East Anglian Daily- Times, Monday, July 11,

Wartime plane sprinkles |
flowers over memorial

10

wmmmuwﬁm

prisoner of war camp.

rvweny

By STEVEN ERLANGER
Boston Globe

MENDELSHAM, England — Bill Jes.
mings was 23 whan he cama bere Lo pilot
a1 ﬂ.ﬂlll fortress with the 3ith Bomb
Group and win the war against the
Germans.

“You know how when you arrive,
evaryone talks aboul missions — (hey
were still talkdng aboul hittlng the oil
refinery al Merseburg three months alier
W happyned. So T go into the briefing room
for my first misgion, and they pull back
he curtaic and there it is — Merseburg. It
seared Lhe hell oul of me."

Jennings, who owns a cash regisier
company in Phoenix, Ariz.. had come wilh
hig wife, Carol. W the rededication of a
monument Lo the valor of the Mth, nesr
the gate of Lheir derelict air field a1
Mendelsham, oear Ipswich. The monu-
ment had (o be moved, hecause what wus
then rural East Anglla has become
wellio-do and Tory, and with more cars
mow per head of honschoid here than

bere in Western Furope, the road
F:uu-um.-m
: Nearly 50 men came, some wilh their
wives and children, to attend the
ceramony, visit old haunts and swap
memories of 39 years ago when they were
all in their 203, “overpaid, oversexed and
mrm

y Martio was 20 when he came,

rﬂng ﬂﬂl.mtd out of high school — tail,
mustachioed and 120 pounds. A voung-
foaking 58. he cwns a textile company in
Mingham, Mass., where he lives. A lew
pRArs ago, he !I.ll‘lﬂ‘l trying to track down
Ms flight and ground crews, and his
search led him 10 Ray Somma. 3 retired
indiana engineer who walches over the
memories snd the men of the J4th the way
Pete Rose studles his baseball statistics,

SUMMA SPENDS most of his Ume nnw
working without pay lor the Jith Bomb
Group Associstion, writing ammmdn uf
Jetters, putting out

Oﬁly' Memonesi ;

i\

L] .\
& i \?‘

%
o 4
=

-ﬂ"ﬂlﬂmm

flak about » mile square. I'd sew planes go
loto it and come out all siraggly. We were
lu;rod Lo dive 1,000 feet over the targel,
was o scared [ climbed 1,000 feet.
*"We lost a lot of men oa that mimion.™
Bill Creer remembered. too, remem.
bered the flock of people watching from
the roof of the control lower is the pilets |
straggied back seven to 10 hours afler they
had taken off before dawn. holes through
their wings, tails and fuselaghs, some of
the four engines smoking. or silemw
*Everyone would get up there and sian
looking aod counting out lowd? 77, 28, 28,
H..3, M, M. Aod | knew T'd lost two
aircraft, 11 men apisce — 2 men."

E
z
;%

IN 1944, 88 percent of the men who went
down were killed. 40 percent became
POWs. In 184, before the bombers had
fighter escorts. one of every tree men
who wentupios BiTora B3 disd. - -

Creer was Lhelr 32.year-old eommand-
ing officer, s colonel, |

*'I brought these boys up." he sald, ““and
they didn't always like iL "' He had all their
pictures and greeted them by name when |
they were lucky enough to return from
what ooe of them described as 20 bours of

of sheer Lerror.” Asked about those who °
didn't c.me back, Creer said: **Well, when
¥ou gol 1o know these boys... But you don’t
ry Lo get to know them oo wall.” 1

He retired 33 8 [wo-star geperal, the |
deputy commandant of the National War
College in Washington. In his 708 now, he
lives in Las Vegas and owas and sclis real '
estate. |

“You kpow, il's a fuony thing,"” said

William (Pete) Gray, Martin's
erew chiel. “There's oo raok in

2§

dues and arranging events hn the one
hare July 910, Siealing lelephoos books
sad making phone calls wherever he goas,
has increased his hst of 3dth

was never intarested in the American
and the Veterans of Foreigo

** Marts sajd *l didot gu along
But something

s 6 i We doo'l waot

oaly mismgries.
“Memaries are’what we're after.”

Wed Julw 20

" Huntsville Timas
19843

Cm{ he's a two-star general, He'sbol 2

|

|

!

That guy over there — Bill :.
general over bere with us. "' |
1
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